DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 448 822 



JC 010 094 



TITLE 

INSTITUTION 

PUB DATE 
NOTE 
PUB TYPE 

EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



Analysis of Fall 1995 Student Enrollment. 

Pima Community Coll., Tucson, AZ. Office of Institutional 
Research. 

1995-11-00 

lOp.; Some tables and graphs may not reproduce well. 
Numerical/Quantitative Data (110) -- Reports - Descriptive 
(141) 

MFOl/PCOl Plus Postage. 

Community Colleges; Course Selection (Students) ; Day 
Students; *Enrollment; Enrollment Influences; Enrollment 
Management; *Enrollment Trends; Extended School Day; *Full 
Time Equivalency; School Statistics; Two Year Colleges 
*Pima Community College AZ 



ABSTRACT 



This report summarizes fall 1995 student enrollment in 
credit classes on the official census date (45th day of classes) at Pima 
Community College (PCC) in Arizona. The number of students (head count) and 
full-time student equivalents (FTSE) are categorized by campus and the time 
of day students attend classes. Comparisons with head count and FTSE data 
from the previous four years are displayed in tables and graphs. Time of day 
of attendance is compared to fall 1994 data. Figures indicate that PCC fall 
enrollments increased between 1991 and 1992, but have steadily declined 
thereafter, with district enrollment decreasing by 2,309 students between 
fall 1992 and fall 1995. The five-year pattern varied from campus to campus. 
An enrollment management plan at one campus that increased class size, 
reduced the number of class offerings, and changed some classes from credit 
to non-credit status is cited as a possible contributing factor for the 
decline. A noteworthy trend is the relatively greater decline in extended day 
enrollment (enrollment in any class taught after 5:00 p.m. or with a whole 
starting day of Friday, Saturday, of Sunday) throughout the district as 
compared to day enrollment. (PGS) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 



Analysis of Fall 1995 Student Enrollment 



<N 

(N 

00 

00 



Q 






Pima Community College 
Institutional Research Office 
November 1995 



Office of Educalional Research and ImpriSn. 

educational resources information 

^ A CENTER (ERIC) 

fThis document has been reproduced 
received from the person or'^^ganiStfon 
originating it. 

I Minor changes have been made to 
improve reproduction quality. 



0^ 

0 

0 

0 

<J 



. v.tjw or opinions stated in this 

document do not necessarily represent 
official OERI position or policy. 



PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS 
BEEN granted BY 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 

1 




2 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



This report summarizes Fall 1995 student enrollment in credit classes. The data reflect 
enrollments on the official census date (45th day of classes). The number of students (head 
count) and full-time student equivalents (FTSE) are categorized by campus and time of day 
attended. Comparisons with head count and FTSE data from the previous four years are 
displayed in tables and graphs. The time of day attended is compared to Fall 1994. 

District Enrollment 

Graph 1 and Table 1 depict the most recent five-year fall enrollment by both head count and 
FTSE. The unduplicated total district head count for Fall 1995 semester was 27,866, a decrease 
of 94 (<-l%) from the previous fall semester and the lowest head count enrollment in five years. 
The district FTSE was 13,978 in Fall 1995, also the lowest level in five years. 

Graph 1. Head Count and FTSE of PCC Students in Fall Semesters 
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Table 1 . Head Count and FTSE in Fall Semesters by Campus 



FftU 

Semester 


Commmuty 

Cnmi«s 


Desert Vist& 


Do'ntovm 


East 


Vest 

Cam^tu * 


Total 

District 


H iiiiiliiiii 


H iliiSiii 




H WiM 


H iilii 


H illip 


H iiiiiiiii 


1991 

Head Coiuiit 
FTSE 


8,937 mii 
2,336 |ii|i|||i 


1,226 iliiii; 

336 i|i^i 




9,849 

3,584 




5,231 iiiiHi 
2,071 iliiilii 1 


13,029 WiM 
5,783 illiHil 


29,088 

14,110 llllll 


1992 

Head CooJt 
FTSE 


9,340 iiliii 
2,604 iniliii 


1,638 iiHil 
510 lilHi 




1 10,216 iHi 

1 3,625 ii^ 




5,196 wmi 
2,052 iiiliiiiii 


13,665 iiiiil! 
6,050 iniiiiii 


30,175 Mriii.:;; 
14,841 


1993 

Head Coiinit 
FTSE 


6,847 jiiijijlijj 
1,986 HjHI 


2,071 
704 1 




::iV 


9,810 Ijlililil 
3,521 11^1 


5,010 
2,020 : 


iiii: 




13,314 i 
5,972 




28,268 

14,203 


iiilP'i 


1994 

Head CoiuU 
FTSE 


6,454 ;ti^: 1 
1,882 |liM||! 


2,179 

798 


;i^ 

ipli 


ii 


9,880 

3,584 11111 


5,101 

2,052 






12,876 

5,691 




27,960 

14,007 




1995 

HeadCoiuUt 

FTSE 


6,679 imii 
2,021 |lj|i|j|i| 


2,106 

781 iiiiiy 




9,795 

3,519 :sew:;;i 


5,124 

2,068 


iiii 

jiii 




12,849 

5,589 irii^;:|j. 


27,866 

13,978 


llefv ' 



Ca&pus ciLTpUincats do aot su3&.to Pi5trict totallccausc (o(al cnraUsicnit is uikduplicatcdi^ lut individual 
campus «nKoUa<nit9 may include student? w>tO ara coneuircntly enrolled at other campuses. 



Head Count andtTSZ tor Fall semesters torPesert Vista Campus does not include any Center Cor T^nining and development 
students leeause they are reported annually. 



^ Percentages Cor head count calculated usin^ sum oC individual campus enrollments (duplicated head count) and not 
district (unduplicatedhcadcount) total. 



Campus Head Count 

Table 1 and Graph 2 depict the five-year head count enrollment by campus. The enrollment at 
both the Downtown and East Campus has remained fairly stable over the past five years. The 
recent growth at Desert Vista Campus tapered off in fall 1995. Desert Vista’s headcount 
enrollment grew by 78% from 1991 to 1994 before declining 3%. In 1995, a two-year decline in 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 




Community Campus head count enrollment was reversed. Community Campus ’head count 
enrollment increased by 255 (3%) students from Fall 1994 to Fall 1995. Still, in 1995 the 
Community Campus accounted for 5 % less of the College head count than it did in 1992. The 
West Campus head count has declined slightly every year since 1992, but still accounts for 35% 
of total district head count enrollment. 



Graph 2. Head Count Enrollment for Fall Semesters by Campus and Year 
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Campus FTSE 

Table 1 and Graph 3 show FTSE data. Campus semester FTSE is calculated by dividing the total 
credit hours by 15. Desert Vista, Downtown, and West Campuses each experienced a 2% 
decrease in FTSE in 1995. The Community Campus gained 139 FTSE for a 7 % increase while 
the increase of 16 FTSE at the East Campus equals a 1% gain. 
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Graph 3. FTSE Enrollment for Fall Semesters by Campus and Year 
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As shown in Table 1, the enrollment at the West Campus generated over 40% of the district 
FTSE between 1991 and 1994. During this period, the percentage of FTSE produced by Desert 
Vista Campus increased from 3% to 6%. The percentage of District FTSE at the Downtown 
Campus and the East Campus remained stable during this five-year period. The Community 
Campus accounted for 18% of the College’s FTSE in Fall 1992, but only 13% of the FTSE in 
Fall 1994. The enrollment increase in the fall 1995 semester at the Community Campus 
produced more FTSE so that the campus now accounts for 14% of the College’s FTSE. 
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Time of Day Attended by Campus 

Table 2 compares enrollment information from 1994 with 1995 by time of day attended. When 
examining these data, the reader should be aware that the district head count does not equal the 
sum of the campus head counts. A student is counted once at each campus attended and once in 
the district total. For example, a student may simultaneously enroll in a day course at the 
Downtown Campus and an extended day course at the Community Campus. This student would 
be categorized once as a day student at the Downtown Campus and once as an extended day 
student at the Community Campus. The district total, however, would count this student in the 
category, "both day and extended day enrollment." 



Ta1)le 2. Nnmlier and Percentage of Stodents Enrolled in Fall 1995 
Compared 'with. Fall 199^ by Campne Responsibility 
Day/Extended Day Enrollment 
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* Campu 5 <nroll 2 &«&f 5 do sot 5 umto total ^<cau 5 < total<nroUi&/c&Jt 15 uzbiuplieat<d^ ^ut ij^vidual 

eampu 5 may ULclud« 5 tud«&Jt 5 v\rho are coxMurre&Jtly enrolled at other campu5e5. 



Head C ount andPTSE tor rall5eme5ter5 tor De5ert Viita Campu5 doe5 not include any C enter tor ^^inin^ and Development 
5tudent5 heeau5e they are reported annually. 



* Percentages tor headcount calculated using sumot individual campus enrollments (duplicated head count) and not 
District (unduplicated headcount) total. 
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There are differences among the campuses. The four brick-and-mortar campuses serve primarily 
day students. At these campuses, day students accounted for from just under one-half (Desert 
Vista) to more than two-thirds (West) of the enrollment. The Community Campus serves more 
extended day than day students, accounting for 34% of the District’s extended day enrollment. 
However, in 1995 Community Campus served 25% more day students and 7% fewer extended 
day students than it did in 1994. 



Table 3 displays the comparative enrollment for FTSE by campus for Fall 1994 and 1995. Day 
head count enrollment generated a higher proportion of FTSE than the extended day enrollment. 
Extended day enrollment (enrollment in any class taught after 5:00pm or whole starting day is 
Friday, Saturday or Sunday) has decreased for the District and for all campuses except the East 
Campus. 



Table 3. Nnmber and Percentage of Full-Time Student Equivalents (FTSE) in 
Fall 1995 Compared Titb Fall 1994 by Campus Responsibility 
and DayfExtemled Day EniDiiingn.t 
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i 
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ii 2,473 i|»K 

1 ii'PPiiPl 

i !!i!i ; 

1 iiil 


1 1,478 1 
1,467 1 

-11 I 


ijili 

: ih tjtlt 

IfiK 
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-^3 i 


«« . 


296 iyljijilil 
294 : 

-2 yi^jK j 


! 1,062 
1,046 


574 

601 iilij 
27 
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1,021 II 

-67 II 
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4,212 

4,111 

-101 


Total FTSE ^ 

1994 

1995 
1994 to 

1995 Chta^ 


1,882 li 
2,021 || 

139 1 




798 

781 |i|i||ili 

-17 mil 


3,584 illill 
3,519 

-65 


2,052 iii|; 
2,068 illill 

16 -'-'m 


5,691 Hi 
5,589 jli 

-102 III 


ill 


14,007 liliiiijiiil 

13,978 lllllil 
-29 Illill 



^ Coimi tad FTSE for FtU jemtJUrs for Dtjert VisU Cmpus 4o«j not include tay Center for Trtiaiaff 
tad Development students bectvse they tre reported taatitlly. 
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TTSZ sity b« oeet5io&tlly rounded so that summations ar« exact. 
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Trends and Implications 

PCC fall enrollments have steadily declined since Fall of 1992. During this time period, the 
District enrollment has decreased by 2,309 students. 

Several factors appear to account for this change in District enrollment patterns. During this 
time, the Community Campus instituted an enrollment management plan that increased the 
minimum class size, reduced the number of class offerings, and converted some credit classes to 
community education non credit classes. The result has been a 31% decrease in the number of 
students taking credit courses at the Community Campus between 1992 and 1994. Despite a 3% 
growth in the head count at Community Campus in 1995, overall District enrollment continued 
to decline. The Desert Vista Campus which officially opened in Fall 1993 had its first enrollment 
decline (73 students, 3%) in five years. Enrollment changed by less than 1% at the other three 
campuses. Overall, the College enrolled 94 fewer students in 1995 than in the previous fall 
semester. 

A major issue is whether the declines will continue or whether the decrease in enrollment is a 
temporary enrollment adjustment and will give way to more growth in the future. The positive 
economic outlook (more jobs) usually means a decrease in enrollment at the community college 
level. Since Tucson and Pima County are in an expanding economy, the College should expect a 
slow or no growth enrollment pattern. However, the enrollment pattern will differ by campus. 
The Community Campus will be expanding in enrollment as a balance to the earlier decreases. 
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A noteworthy trend is the decline in the extended day enrollment throughout the district. Safety 
concerns, availability of part-time evening employment for those seeking supplemental income, 
and cancellation of classes not meeting the minimum enrollment required may affect the 
extended day enrollment more significantly than the day enrollment. This trend of declining 
extended day enrollment impacts campuses differently. Overall, this trend and its impact on total 
enrollment needs to be addressed. 

Summary 

The Fall 1995 District head count and FTSE enrollment were slightly less (<-l%) than the 
previous Fall’s figures. The enrollment pattern for the last five Fall semesters shows District 
enrollment increased between 1991 and 1992 but decreased thereafter. The five-year pattern 
varied from campus to campus. 
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